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A Vanderbilt Education 
for the Entire Family
Graduation day for the
Class of 2006 was bittersweet 

for Denise Monteleone. As she sat with 

her husband, Bill, she felt great excitement

for their son, Will, who was receiving his

degree in human and organizational

development from Peabody. At the same

time, she realized she wouldn’t be spend-

ing as much time at Vanderbilt, which

made her a little sad. But even though

their son is moving on, the Monteleones

are still very much connected to the

school through their fully

endowed Peabody scholarship.

“At one meeting of the Parent

Leadership Committee, we heard

from three bright, incredible kids

who told us what a difference

having a scholarship made to

them,” says Denise. “They were

just so thankful for the generosity

of others. One young woman in

particular impressed us; she was

just so smart, so fantastic—so glad that

she was able to attend Vanderbilt. And

that’s when we first got the idea of creat-

ing a scholarship. We realized how great it

would be to support a student like that,

every year.”

Though they now live in Houston, the

Monteleones call New Orleans home.

“New Orleans has always struggled with

education, and now after Katrina it’s

particularly challenging,” says Denise.

“Our hope is that we can help educate

teachers who might go back to places 

like New Orleans and really make a

difference for the children there.”

The Monteleones had always been

involved in Will’s schools, so it was

natural that they took an active role 

in the Parent Leadership Committee.

“It has been a great way to get to know

the faculty and staff and to meet other

parents,” says Denise. “It made our

Vanderbilt experience much more

personal. And I would say to other

parents, it gives you a great insight into

the university. It showed us exactly where

the needs were greatest.”

Neither of the Monteleones attended

Vanderbilt, so they really didn’t know

much about the university when their 

son entered four years ago. Today they

couldn’t be happier with his choice.

“Vanderbilt was the perfect fit for Will.

And with our involvement, we were

always able to keep up with what was

going on at the school,” says Denise.

“We’ve watched it become an even greater

university over the past four years.”

The Monteleones will continue to be

involved with Vanderbilt, helping out

however they can. “I have to stay con-

nected now,” admits Denise. “I feel like 

an alum myself!”

Bill, Will (BS’06) and
Denise Monteleone
2003–2004 Parents
Campaign Chairs

Photo courtesy of 
Vanderbilt Creative Services

A&S Offers New 4+1 Option
A five-year program at
Vanderbilt? For most Vanderbilt

parents the prospect of a five-year plan

for their son or daughter may not

sound all that appealing—that is, until

the new five-year combined B.A./M.A.

option was implemented earlier this

year by the College of Arts and Science.

Now the idea of spending five years at

Vanderbilt just got a whole lot better.

A&S is offering the “4+1” program,

which allows Vanderbilt students to

earn both a bachelor’s and a master’s

degree within five years. Richard

McCarty, dean of the College of Arts

and Science, says program plans have

been under way for the past year.

Currently, 10 departments and

programs are participating: chemistry,

English, French, German, history,

Jewish studies, mathematics,

philosophy, political science, and reli-

gious studies. Other programs and

departments are expected to join later.

The combined B.A./M.A. program

allows VU students to study for both

degrees often, but not necessarily, in

the same department. Undergraduates

with strong academic records may

apply for admission to the program

early in their junior year.

What’s the benefit of the 4+1? A mas-

ter’s degree may strengthen a student’s

application to a top-flight professional

school, or it may give the student an

edge in launching her or his career. It

also may be a way to test whether she

or he wants to pursue a doctorate. For

some, a master’s degree may be a way

of fulfilling a personal goal. Whatever

the reason, the option is there for the

student’s consideration. “My colleagues

and I felt this was an attractive option

for Vanderbilt students to consider as

they plan their careers,” says Dean

McCarty.

When asked why the 4+1 option was

implemented, Martin Rapisarda, the

associate dean responsible for develop-

ing the program, cited four reasons.

“First, students have indicated they are

interested in beginning graduate work

a little more quickly and at Vanderbilt.

Second, faculty members have noted

that students were already taking some

graduate-level courses. Third, more

than 60 percent of our peer schools

offer something analogous to the 4+1.

And fourth, there are a number of dual

degree programs at VU. The Arts and

Science 4+1 is a natural next step in

that direction.”

Additional information about the

program can be found online at

www.vanderbilt.edu/cas/4plus1.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
Parents and Family
Weekend
Sept. 29–Oct. 1, 2006
Please save the following
dates for invitation-only
events planned for Family
Weekend:

Friday, September 29 
Leadership Luncheon
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Keynote address by 
Provost Nick Zeppos.
Students are invited.

Saturday, September 30 
Parents Leadership
Committee Fall Meeting
8:00–9:45 a.m.
Topic: The Transinstitutional
Campus and Undergraduate
Research (faculty panel).
Students are invited.

Leadership Weekend
Date to come pending 
SEC basketball schedule

Finding the Right Career 
Can Be a Full-Time Job
Many teenagers enter
college without any idea of which

career path they’ll take upon graduation.

But Brian Grushkin knew from the day he

entered Vanderbilt that a job in finance was

in his future. Fortunately for Brian, his par-

ents, Steve and Arlene, fully supported his

decision and did everything they could to

get Brian’s career off on the right foot.

“I knew that I wanted to work in finance,

but I wasn’t sure exactly which area,” says

Brian. “But my parents knew people who

worked in the industry and encouraged 

me to talk to as many of them as possible.”

These conversations not only helped Brian

settle on a specific area of finance, but they

also led to a New York City internship after

his freshman year.

“Most freshmen are ready to earn some

money during the summer, but the

internships I was investigating didn’t pay

anything,” Brian continues. “My parents

told me to think about the opportunity …

they didn’t pressure me to look for a paying

job. They thought it was more important to

have that experience on my résumé.”

Steve and Arlene were exactly right. When

Brian started interviewing after graduation,

potential employers were impressed by all

his real-world experience in finance, not to

mention his Vanderbilt degree in econom-

ics. Today he is an analyst in global

structured finance at Bank of America

Securities in Charlotte, N.C.

But just one week after helping Brian set-

tle into his new home, the Grushkins were

helping their youngest son, Jonathan, set-

tle into his freshman dorm at Vanderbilt.

Jonathan’s interests are a world apart from

his older brother’s, but his parents’ sup-

port is just as staunch. They encouraged

Jonathan to fulfill his goal of becoming an

emergency medical technician while he

was still in high school. That interest may

lead to a career in medicine.

“Once we figured out what we wanted to do,

our parents help put us on the right path,”

says Brian. “But they never pushed us.”

The Grushkins say their sons’ experiences

at Vanderbilt have been exceptional. In fact,

they’ve remarked that if their sons couldn’t

be happy at Vanderbilt, they shouldn’t be in

college at all. Steve and Arlene have found

the faculty and staff to be accessible and

friendly, which has made them feel great

about having their children here. Arlene’s

advice for parents of graduating seniors?

Start job-hunting early!

Year-End Update 
from the Parents Campaign Chairs

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2006 and their

families! As Jacquelynn prepares to

enter her junior year at Vanderbilt,

we are realizing just how quickly

four years can fly by. We join you in

celebrating the beginning of a new

phase in the life of your graduate.

Both you and your young alum

should be proud of this milestone,

and we hope your family will choose

to stay connected with Vanderbilt

University for many years to come.

Our one year of service as chairs of

the Parents Campaign has been a

rewarding experience. It has been our pleasure to serve an institution that has 

so warmly welcomed our family into its community. Thanks to each of you and

other Vanderbilt parents and grandparents, the Parents & Grandparents Campaign

is celebrating another successful year of support for students and faculty. As of

July 1, the Parents Leadership Committee has raised more than $3.6 million in

outright gifts for Vanderbilt’s 2006 fiscal year, which ended June 30. The Parents 

& Grandparents Campaign has raised $9 million overall in restricted and

unrestricted gifts.

We extend our appreciation for your generous support of Vanderbilt this year.

It has been an honor to lead such a dynamic and dedicated group of parents.

Chancellor Gee has recruited Bill and Alinda Wikert as national chairs of the

Parents Campaign for the 2006–07 academic year. Bill and Alinda are the parents

of rising twin sophomores in the College of Arts and Science. The Parents

Campaign and Vanderbilt will benefit from their leadership, and we look 

forward to supporting them in their efforts next year.

Best wishes for a great summer!

Sincerely,

Al and Lynn Gordon

(Parents of Jacquelynn, Peabody College Class of 2008)

Parents Campaign Chairs, 2005–06

Griffin, Tory, Lynn, Al, Jacquelynn (Peabody
College Class of 2008) and Blair Gordon

Marshall Eakin, professor of history, with 
Lucy and Hunt Breed, PLC members, 
on their trip in November 2005

Letter 
from Two 
Satisfied 
Travelers
Dear Parents Leadership
Committee members,

As parents of two graduates,
we have truly enjoyed a com-
bined six years of association
with Vanderbilt, watching our
boys learn and mature. We also
have watched the Vanderbilt
community grow and develop
into a place with which we
proudly associate. The univer-
sity communicates regularly
with parents, and a year ago 
a trip caught our eye. Last
November we joined the Travel
Program’s “Patagonia, a Mosaic
of South America” trip to
Argentina and Chile.

At first we were hesitant to 
join what we believed would
be an insiders group of well
connected alumni and friends
who might not easily welcome
parents. What we found was
quite the opposite. From the
first evening reception until the
farewell dinner, we developed
new friendships, enjoyed a
Vanderbilt professor’s endless
expertise, and traversed the
geographic splendor of South
America. Now we have our own
connection with Vanderbilt!

Do not wait to sign up for one
of Vanderbilt’s many excellent
trips. If you are not on the mail-
ing list, we urge you to contact
the Vanderbilt Travel Program
office at 615/322-3673 or visit
the Web site www.vanderbilt.
edu/alumni/alumtours for all
the details. We strongly encour-
age you to take advantage of
these wonderful journeys.

Bon Voyage, 
Lucy and Hunt Breed
(Parents of Allen, BE’04, and
Taylor, BA’06)
PLC Members

Brian (BA’05) and Jonathan (Arts and
Science Class of 2009) Grushkin

06.06 PG Newsletter 2  7/6/06  12:45 PM  Page 2


