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Graduation day for the
Class of 2006 was bittersweet

for Denise Monteleone. As she sat with
her husband, Bill, she felt great excitement
for their son, Will, who was receiving his
degree in human and organizational
development from Peabody. At the same
time, she realized she wouldn’t be spend-
ing as much time at Vanderbilt, which
made her a little sad. But even though
their son is moving on, the Monteleones
are still very much connected to the
school through their fully
endowed Peabody scholarship.

“At one meeting of the Parent
Leadership Committee, we heard
from three bright, incredible kids
who told us what a difference
having a scholarship made to
them,” says Denise. “They were
just so thankful for the generosity
of others. One young woman in
particular impressed us; she was
just so smart, so fantastic—so glad that
she was able to attend Vanderbilt. And
that’s when we first got the idea of creat-
ing a scholarship. We realized how great it
would be to support a student like that,
every year.”

Though they now live in Houston, the
Monteleones call New Orleans home.
“New Orleans has always struggled with
education, and now after Katrina it’s
particularly challenging,” says Denise.

“Our hope is that we can help educate
teachers who might go back to places
like New Orleans and really make a
difference for the children there.”

The Monteleones had always been
involved in Will’s schools, so it was
natural that they took an active role

in the Parent Leadership Committee.

“It has been a great way to get to know
the faculty and staff and to meet other
parents,” says Denise. “It made our
Vanderbilt experience much more
personal. And I would say to other
parents, it gives you a great insight into
the university. It showed us exactly where

the needs were greatest.”

Neither of the Monteleones attended
Vanderbilt, so they really didn’t know
much about the university when their
son entered four years ago. Today they
couldn’t be happier with his choice.

“Vanderbilt was the perfect fit for Will.
And with our involvement, we were
always able to keep up with what was
going on at the school,” says Denise.
“We’ve watched it become an even greater

university over the past four years.”

The Monteleones will continue to be
involved with Vanderbilt, helping out
however they can. “I have to stay con-
nected now,” admits Denise. “I feel like

an alum myself!”






Year-End Update

from the Parents Campaign Chairs

Congratulations to

the Class of 2006 and their
families! As Jacquelynn prepares to
enter her junior year at Vanderbilt,
we are realizing just how quickly
four years can fly by. We join you in
celebrating the beginning of a new
phase in the life of your graduate.
Both you and your young alum
should be proud of this milestone,
and we hope your family will choose ; -
Griffin, Tory, Lynn, Al, Jacquelynn (Peabody
University for many years to come. College Class of 2008) and Blair Gordon

to stay connected with Vanderbilt

Our one year of service as chairs of

the Parents Campaign has been a

rewarding experience. It has been our pleasure to serve an institution that has

so warmly welcomed our family into its community. Thanks to each of you and
other Vanderbilt parents and grandparents, the Parents & Grandparents Campaign
is celebrating another successful year of support for students and faculty. As of
July 1, the Parents Leadership Committee has raised more than $3.6 million in
outright gifts for Vanderbilt’s 2006 fiscal year, which ended June 30. The Parents

& Grandparents Campaign has raised $9 million overall in restricted and
unrestricted gifts.

We extend our appreciation for your generous support of Vanderbilt this year.

It has been an honor to lead such a dynamic and dedicated group of parents.
Chancellor Gee has recruited Bill and Alinda Wikert as national chairs of the
Parents Campaign for the 2006—07 academic year. Bill and Alinda are the parents
of rising twin sophomores in the College of Arts and Science. The Parents
Campaign and Vanderbilt will benefit from their leadership, and we look
forward to supporting them in their efforts next year.

Best wishes for a great summer!

Sincerely,

B Lw) bag)

Al and Lynn Gordon
(Parents of Jacquelynn, Peabody College Class of 2008)
Parents Campaign Chairs, 2005—06
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

Parents and Family
WWEELGlle
Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 2006

Please save the following
dates for invitation-only
events planned for Family
Weekend:

Friday, September 29
Leadership Luncheon
11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Keynote address by
Provost Nick Zeppos.
Students are invited.

Saturday, September 30
Parents Leadership
Committee Fall Meeting
8:00-9:45 a.m.

Topic: The Transinstitutional
Campus and Undergraduate
Research (faculty panel).
Students are invited.

Leadership Weekend

Date to come pending
SEC basketball schedule




